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SUB J : CONVERSATION WITH NEW YARG LABOR MINISTER 
BASINDWAH; REQUEST FOR EARLY VISIT BY REGIONAL LABOR 
ATTACHE 

FOR REGIONAL LABOR ATTACHE MATTSON 

1. AMBASSADOR PAID COURTESY CALL ON MINISTER OF LABOR, 
SOCIAL AND YOUTH AFFAIRS, MUHAMMAD BASINDWAH, APRIL 7. 
BASINDWAH WAS A KEY LEADER OF THE NON-COMMUNIST, NATION- 
ALIST MOVEMENT FOR INDEPENDENCE IN ADEN. NOW A 
REFUGEE IN NORTH YEMEN, HE CONTINUES TO BE REGARDED 

AS THE PRIMARY POLITICAL DEPUTY OF FONMIN ABDULLAH AL- 
ASNAG. BASINDWAH SPEAKS EXCELLENT ENGLISH AND IS A 
GO-GETTER. 

2. BASINDWAH INFORMED AMBASSADOR THAT SOVIET AND 
COMMUNIST BLOC EMBASSIES WERE ALL OVER HIM WITH OFFERS 
OF FINANCIAL AND SCHOLARSHIP ASSISTANCE IN BUILDING 
NEW MINISTRY WHICH FOR FIRST TIME BRINGS LABOR, SOCIAL 
WELFARE AND YOUTH AFFAIRS UNDER ONE ROOF. MINISTER 
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THIS SIDE, BEING DETERMINED THAT YARG POLICIES AND AC- 
TIVITIES IN THESE FIELDS SHOULD BE PATTERNED ON 
WESTERN, DEMOCRATIC APPROACHES. HE FELT THAT UNLESS 
YARG COULD INITIATE USEFUL PROGRAM IN FIELDS WHICH WERE 
RESPONSIBILITY OF HIS MINISTRY, THESE FIELDS WOULD BE PRE- 
EMPTED BY CLANDESTINE ACTION PROGRAMS OF COMMUNISTS AND 
BA'ATHIS IN PURSUANCE OF THEIR OBJECTIVE OF ULTIMATE 
TAKEOVER IN NORTH YEMEN. EMBASSY APPRECIATES HEAVY 
DEMANDS ON TIME OF RLA MATTSON BUT FEELS IT WOULD BE 
USEFUL FOR HIM TO REVISIT YEMEN AT AS EARLY A DATE AS 
HIS SCHEDULE PERMITS NOW THAT YARG HAS FOR THE FIRST TIME 
AN ARTICULATE, AMBITIOUS AND DEMANDING LABOR MINISTER. 
BASINDWAH STATED SUCH A VISIT WOULD BE VERY 
WELCOME. 

CRAWFORD 
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